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SACRAMENTO - In frequently
aired  television spots this political
season, the insurance industry is mak-
ing a household name out of its neme-
sis, Harvey Rosenfield, the rumpled
author of Proposition 103.

“When I mtroduce myself, people
know who I am,” said Rosenfield,
whose initiative would slash auto in-
surance rates. “They don’t recognize
me.

“‘Apparently, the p1ctures don’t look
like' mie, but they know my name.
Somebody told me the other day they
counted it up and I'm on television
more than George Bush.”

The commercials are sponsored by
the insurance mdustry as part of its
campaign to win passage of its own
Proposmon 104 to create a no-fault
auto insurance system and defeat Ro-
senfield’s measure, also backed by
consurner advocate Ralph Nader.

In t»he ads, the narrator’s derisive
voice and the snapshot photos of Ro- .

senfleld\ recall the introduction’ of the

bad guy:in the old series, ‘‘Mission Tm-

possible:?’ -

“Here's ' Harvey Rosenfield,
Santa Momca activist who wrote Prop,
103,” the darrator says. ‘“Harvey’s pre-
tty good at getting publicity for him-

self. Here’si Harvey at an L.A. press -

conference. Here's Harvey dumping
manure.
“Here's Harvey at another L.A.

press conference with gun-toting asso- - . de
ciates. Harvey knowshow to get press, -

but does he know how to write an auto
insurance 1n1t1at1ve?‘” k ,
Until the ads began appearing a few

weeks ago, Rosenfield was the obscure’

head of an organization called Access
to Justice, which hé started two years
ago in a tiny spare room of hlS Santa
Monica apartment,

Today, he operates from a converted .

warehouse near the Santa Monica Civic

‘gress Watch _while j: still
the

~for; h1s ballot measure ‘

"that be: the late Howard Ja arv:l
of tax—cuttmg Proposmon 1307

the one who started this e

eld’ hasattracted no affluent spe-
mteres “t0 pay for an expenswe
ampaign. ~

“+He offeri:shows up at an event in the
& blue suit, well-worn shoes, rim- -
“rless glasses and with uncombed hair.
"He-said he expects to make $20,000
this year: “I've never had a client who
paid me,’" lie laughs,

" He travels by car rather than plane to
- save money; he said, sometimes hold-
ing press conferences during a single
“ddy‘in several cities.

- *“It’s'cheap. It's fast,” he says.
“One-day last week, he returned a re-
"porter s call from a pay phone in
: Bakersfield after appearing on a radio
- -talk show. He said he would look for a
‘couch: to sleep on that night unless
omeone came through with a donated
motel room in Fresno, his next stop.
.The insurance industry has a $43 mil-
on ‘budget+to sell Proposition 104 on
he Nov. 8 ballot.-Sponsors of Prop-
‘,os1t10n 100, which would cut insurance

Jomed Nader s lobbymg group

press. conferences trymg to winl
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pened By |c1rcumstance to‘have be

Wmmng passage of Proposmon 13 ',Ro—



premiums for good drivers and block
curbs on attorney’s fees, expect to
raise more than $15 million, much of it
from trial lawyers who have their own
interests at stake.

Rosenfield said his fund-raising con-
sists of up to 150 volunteers seeking
door-to-door solicitations. Recent cam-
paign reports show Proposition 103
backers raised $1.5 million through
Sept. 30. Rosenfield said that money
will help pay off a debt remaining from
getting signatures on petitions to qual-
ify the measure for the ballot.

He says the campaign cannot afford
to buy television time, and he has asked
stations throughout the state to honor
the federal fairness doctrine by giving
his campaign free air time.

The pro-Proposition 103 ads, which -

Rosenfield said cost™$300 to make,
have made periodic appearances. Opm-
ion polls show Proposition 103 leading
and Propositions 100 and 104 falling
behind.

On the eve of the close of the 1987
legislative session, the insurance in-
- diistfy reached an accord with trial
lawyers over revising civil liability law
and the deal was rushed through the
Legislature the next night.

Rosenfield was among consumer ac-
tivists who complained the interests of

consumers were compromised by the:

deal, which included a five-year ban on
ballot measures by lawyers’ and insur-
ance groups.
The truce unraveled within months
\as Rosenfield and other consumer

groups began circulating their own ini-
tiative petitions to bring down insur-
ance premiums.

In defense, the insurance industry’

came up with its own no-fault measure,
Proposition 104, and the lawyers
backed Proposition 100.

Rosenfield’s Proposition 103 would
would roll back car insurance pres
miums to 20 percent below their Nov.
8, 1987 levels and would establish an
elected insurance commissioner whose
approval would be needed to ralse
rates.

“I was stunned,’’ he said of the in-
surance industry ads that single him
out, and he has some quarrel with
them. .

No manure was dumped, he said. He

and colleagues drove a truck loaded:

with sacks of cattle manure to the
headquarters of Farmers Insurance
Group in Los Angeles.

The truck bore a 51g'n reading, “No
fault is just plain bull.” The contingent
of Proposition 103 workers were rebuf-
fed when they tried to deliver a bucket
of the stuff to the company president.

The ‘‘gun-toting associates” were
Proposition 103 workers who guarded
petitions bearing nearly 600,000 signa-
tures to qualify the measure for the bal-
lot.

“Those s1gnatures represented bil-
lions of dollars in profits to tle insur-
ance industry,” Rosenfield said.

Rosenfield’'s mentor, Nader, said the
ads only help Rosenfield’s cause.

See Rosenfield, back page /
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“They are bringing the activities of
Harvey Rosenfield to millions of Cali:
fornians’ attention, for which we will
be ever grateful M Nader said at a Sa--
cramento néws conference, Rosenfield’
51ttmg at his side. 7,

“They're pamtmg him in a” WBZ t at.
shows what he is: a regular guy with-
his tie on straight, but (who) works 70
hours a week for a pittance to reform
the insurance industry and give mil-
lions of Californians some: relief from
these incredibly gouging 1nsurance
premiums.”



